STEVE COOLEY
LOS ANGELES COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY

18000 CLARA SHORTRIDGE FOLTZ BLDG. 210 WEST TEMPLE STREET LOS ANGELES, CA 90012-3210 (213) 974-3501

July 15, 2002

The Hon. Zev Yarosl avsky, Chairnman
Los Angel es County Board of Supervisors
Supervisor, Third District

856 Hall of Adm nistration

500 West Tenple Street

Los Angeles, California 90012

Dear Chai rman Yarosl avsky:

On this date, this office received a letter fromthe Board's
Executive Oficer setting forth Supervisor Mlina s request
that an appearance be nmade at the July 16, 2002 Board
meeting to “ give a report in conjunction with the Sheriff
(Agenda No. 50.), regarding Sheriff personnel’s involvenent
in the altercation on Wst Century Boulevard on July 7
(sic), 2002 involving the arrest of a 16-year-old nale.”

Any public discussion by this office at this stage would be
I npr oper and would conpromse an on-going crimnal
investigation. Wth respect to Supervisor Mlina s specific
request for a “ report on the subsequent arrest of the
caneraman who video taped the incident,” the caneranman,
Mtchell Crooks, was arrested on an outstanding “ no bail”

warrant issued by the Placer County Superior Court. M.
Crooks had been duly convicted and had failed to appear for
execution of sentence in Placer County. M. Crooks, in
addition to being a fugitive fromjustice, had been and was
peddling to the nedia the evidence he possessed at the tine
of his arrest, i.e. the original video tape of the incident
i n question.

Peace officers, including District Attorney investigators,
are required by law to arrest a defendant for whom a warrant
has been i ssued. They are further nandated to deliver the
defendant to the issuing court. To do otherw se would
subject the officer to crimnal prosecution. Penal Code
section 142 clearly states:

Any peace officer who has the authority to receive or
arrest a person charged with a crimnal offense and
willfully refuses to receive or arrest such person
shal | be punished by a fine not exceeding ten thousand
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dollars ($10,000), or by inprisonment in the state
prison, or in a county jail not exceeding one year, or
by both such fine and inprisonnent.

| have thoroughly reviewed the circunstances surrounding the
recovery of the original video tape and the arrest of
Mtchell Crooks. | amconpletely satisfied with the conduct
of the involved District Attorney investigators. | am
personal ly proud of their efforts.

For the above stated reasons and information provided, we
respectfully decline the invitation to appear.

Very truly yours,

S L.

STEVE COOLEY
District Attorney

sgh

C: The Honorable @ oria Mlina
The Honor abl e M chael Antonovich
The Honor abl e Yvonne Brat hwaite Burke
The Honor abl e Don Knabe
County Counsel Bill Pell man
Chief Admnistrative Oficer David Janssen
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